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DEATH ROW

"RUSTY' S LAST DAY"

ACT ONE

SCENE A

FADE | N

| NT. PRI SON STAFF ROOM - MORNI NG
(JED, GEORGE, SALLY, TRENT, RUSTY)

THE ROOM WHERE THE PRI SON STAFF CONGREGATES | S LARGE AND
CONTAI' NS MANY DESKS AND FI LE CABI NETS. A SI GN AT THE
ENTRANCE READS " APPLETON CORRECTI ONAL FACILITY: IF YOU RE
ON DEATH ROW YQU VE COVE TO THE RI GHT PLACE." THE CLOCK
ON THE WALL READS 8: 00. GEORGE, A GUARD WHO HAS SEEN I T
ALL, SITS NEAR THE COFFEE MACHI NE DRI NKI NG A CUP OF COFFEE
AND READI NG THE PAPER. JED, THE PRI SON S GRI ZZLED

EXECUTI ONER, ENTERS WEARI NG A LONG WHI TE COAT AND HOLDI NG
TWO OPEN BEAKERS FULL OF COLORFUL LI QUI D

JED
Mor ni ng, George. Big day ahead of us
t oday, eh?

GEORGE
That's putting it mldly. | can't

believe ol' Rusty is finally getting
the lethal injection. Never thought



|'d see the day. He's been here 20
years, alnost as long as | have.

JED APPROACHES THE COFFEE MACHI NE TO GET A CUP, BUT
REALI ZES HE DOESN' T HAVE A FREE HAND TO POUR THE COFFEE.

JED
(extendi ng one of the
beakers to CGeorge)
Hey, George, will you hold this for a
m nut e?

GEORGE
(taki ng the beaker)
Oh, yeah, sure. No problem

JED BEG NS POURI NG H MSELF A CUP OF COFFEE.

GEORGE ( CONT' D)
(exam ni ng the beaker)
Hey, Jed, what is this stuff, anyway?

JED
Oh, that? That's sodi um pent ot hal
"' m gonna need that for the |ethal
cocktail tonight.

GEORGE
(shocked, he drops the
beaker on the floor)
CGeez, Jed. You can't go handling
peopl e hazardous substances w thout a
war ni ng.

JED
Oh no, George. Now | ook what you've
done. Were am| going to get sone
nmore sodi um pentothal for the

execution? | guess |I'mgoing to have
to go out to the Wal Mart on Route 46
that'll take ne over an hour.

GEORCGE

(getting sonme paper towels

and starting to clean up)
l"msorry, Jed. | didn't nean it.
You just took ne by surprise. 'l



clean this up. Hey, this burns a

little.

JED
Ch, don't worry about it. It isn't
your fault. [It's just this |ethal

injection stuff is so conplicated.
haven't even figured out what exactly
| "' m supposed to put in this cocktail.
Things didn't used to be this

conpl ex. Back in the day, you just
pul l ed the switch and sizzle, sizzle,
that was it. | mean, sure, sonetines
the guy didn't quite |ose

consci ousness for half an hour, but,
hey, them s the breaks.

GEORCGE
(1 ooki ng at his hand, now
snoki ng)
Do we have any al oe vera gel around
her e sonewhere?

SALLY, THE PRI SON' S CHEF, ENTERS WEARI NG A LARCE WH TE
CHEF' S HAT AND CARRYI NG A STACK OF COOKBOCKS.

SALLY
Good norni ng, everyone.
JED
H Sally.
GEORGE

Hey there, Sally. Wat's with all
t he books?

SALLY
(putting the stack down with
a thud)
They' re cookbooks. 1've finally got

t he chance to make a real final neal
around here, and |I'm going to nmake
Rusty something he'll never forget.
Well, | guess that's not the right
choi ce of words, but you know what |
mean.



GEORCGE
|"mnot sure, Sally. [|'ve known
Rusty for twenty years, and all that
tinme he's tal ked about how he wants
his final neal to be a sinple
cheeseburger, fries, and a coke from
McDonal d' s.

SALLY
Ch, no way. | didn't get ny degree
at the Culinary Institute of Anerica,
spend six nonths studying in Paris
under the best chefs in the world,
and nake grilled cheese | unches here
for five years waiting for a chance
to make one four star final neal that
woul d get me on the Food Network just
to buy this guy a McDonal d's
cheeseburger. No, sir. This guy's
having the neal of his life tonight.
(PAUSE) So to speak.

SALLY LEAFS THROUGH ONE OF THE COOKBOOKS.

SALLY ( CONT' D)
Hm maybe he'd |i ke sonme Coquille
St. Jacques. Perhaps a nice arugula
salad. | wonder if he |likes sushi.

GEORGE
He's never going to go for it. Rusty
is a steak and potatoes guy, nothing
fancy about him

SALLY
Look, who's this about? H mor ne?

TRENT ENTERS. TRENT IS THE PRI SON' S WARDEN, A LARGE

M DDLE AGED, ATTRACTI VE MAN WHO DEEPLY BELI EVES I N THE
JUSTI CE OF THE DEATH PENALTY AND THE | MPORTANCE OF HI' S JOB
EVEN THOUGH HE HAS DEVELOPED SOVE ADM RATI ON FOR A FEW OF
THE | NVATES.

TRENT
Everyone ready for the big day?



JED
(surfing the web)
Hey, boss, do you know exactly what
goes into this lethal injection?

TRENT
What ? Are you ki ddi ng?
JED
No. I'mtrying to find sone

information on the world w de web
here, but |I'mnot good with
conputers. | know that one of the
poi sons i s supposed to stop the
kidneys. O is it the lungs?

TRENT
You nean you' ve been sitting around
this prison for five years waiting
for our first execution and you
haven't prepared for it at all?

JED
Hey, I've had a lot of solitaire to
play. Now are you going to help ne
here or what?

TRENT
| don't know the first thing about
chem cals. That's your job. And you
better figure it out by m dnight,
that's all 1've got to say.
Everything el se around here ready to
go?

SALLY
Boss, do you think that Rusty woul d
enjoy a nice dish of poached Chil ean
sea bass topped with a red pepper and
cilantro coulis? Wth a side of baby
carrots and artichoke infused cous
cous?

TRENT
(looking at Sally in
di sbelief, then at George)
| s she serious?



GEORCGE
| don't know, boss. But everything
| ooks like it's ready to go. Father
McConnel | shoul d be over sonetine
after his three martini breakfast to
get Rusty ready to neet his naker,
and we' re expecting Spaul di ng,
Rusty's court appoi nted | awer, any

time now | guess they're going to
file one | ast appeal with the Suprene
Court.

TRENT

Well, good luck wwth that. The Court
al nost never stays an execution. And
that's when the prisoner has a | awer
with actual crimnal training. This
Spaul ding, what is he, a tax |awer
or sonet hi ng?

JED
Remenber when Spaul ding filed that
tax return with the appeals court
instead of a brief?

TRENT
(shaki ng his head)
Poor Rusty never had a chance.

SALLY
Do you think he woul d enjoy a Baked
Al aska for dessert? But then again,
that could take a while to nmake.
Hey, boss, can we delay the execution
to like one a.m?

TRENT
Are you serious?
SALLY
You're right. Better nake it two

a.m

SALLY LEAVES.



JED
(finding sonmething on the
web and scribbling on a pad

of paper)
Aha! Here it is. "How to Make a
Let hal Cocktail." Hmm let's see.

| ngredi ents. Sodi um Pent ot hal ,
Denoral, Morphine, and | nmodium All

right, | think I've got it. | just
have to go pick up a few things.
"1l be at Wal Mart, but I'll be back

by lunch. Don't execute anyone
without nme. Ha, ha. Get it? You
can't execute anyone w thout ne.
Because |'mthe executioner. Get it?

TRENT
What's he tal king about? What's
goi ng on around here?

GECRCE LOOKS AT H'S HAND, VWHI CH | S NOW BRI GHT RED AND
SLI GHTLY ON FI RE

GEORCGE
Hey, Jed. Do you think you could
pi ck me up sone bandages while you're
out ?

TRENT
(giving up on figuring out
hi s enpl oyees and turning
his attention to a file)
Ceorge, is today the day that the new
guy shows up?

GEORGE
Who, Harry Harrison? Harry Harrison
who killed his whole famly with an
ordinary office stapler? You bet.
They're bringing himhere sonetine
before lunch. Should I put himin
Cell Four?

TRENT
s that the cell that Johnny was in
bef ore those pesky DNA experts quote
unquot e exonerat ed hinf



GEORGE
No, Johnny was in Cell Six. You
know, the solitary confinenent cel
with no lights and all the poi sonous
spiders? Marvin was in Cell Four
That was before the real nurderer
confessed to the police after twenty-
five years.

TRENT
Oh, yeah. That's right. | renenber
he had this portable television and
everyone gat hered around to watch
Reagan's first inauguration. Anyway,
| guess Cell Four will be fine for
Harri son.

FROM QUTSI DE THE PRI SON, THE SOUND OF LOUD PROTESTI NG AND
CHANTI NG | S HEARD

TRENT ( CONT' D)
What is going on out there?

TRENT AND GEORGE LOOK QUT THE W NDOW  THEY SEE A LARGE
CROAD PROTESTI NG THE | MM NENT EXECUTI ON. THE PROTESTORS
HOLD SI GNS AND CHANT. THEY ARE LED BY STEPHANI E, AN
ATTRACTI VE AND HEADSTRONG WOVAN I N HER M D-30S WHO | S AN
ARDENT ANTI - DEATH PENALTY ACTIVIST. SHE IS WH PPI NG THE
CROAND OF PROTESTORS I NTO A FRENZY, I N FRONT OF A LINE CF
TELEVI SI ON CAMERAS.

TRENT ( CONT' D)
Ch, great. W're going to have to
put up with this all day.

GEORGE
And | heard they're planning a
candl elight vigil for m dnight too.

TRENT
Terrific. Just what we need, a bunch
of manby panby ACLU |i beral s who
don't understand anythi ng about
anything making our life difficult.

GEORGE
They are just exercising their first
amendnent rights.



TRENT
Fi rst anendnment, shmrst amendnment.

GEORCGE
Yeah, good point.
TRENT
She is pretty cute though.
GEORCGE
What ?
TRENT
Oh, not hi ng.

FROM THE ADJACENT CELLBLOCK, LOUD VO CES ARE HEARD.

RUSTY (O S.)
All I want is a cheeseburger and
fries.

SALLY (O S.)
But | studied at the Culinary
Institute of America. | spent six

months in Paris.

TRENT
OCh, not agai n.

CUT TO



ACT ONE

SCENE B

| NT. CELLBLOCK- MOVENTS LATER
(RUSTY, SALLY, WNSTON, PATRI CI A, CEORGE, HARRY, GARY)

NEXT TO THE LARGE ROOM WHERE THE PRI SON STAFF CONGREGATES
'S THE PRISON S SVALL CELLBLOCK. THE CELLBLOCK HOLDS FOUR
CELLS, THREE OF WHI CH ARE CURRENTLY OCCUPI ED. I N ONE CELL
'S RUSTY, AN AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN MAN I N HI S EARLY SI XTI ES WHO
HAS BEEN ON DEATH ROW FOR OVER TVENTY YEARS AND | S

PRACTI CALLY LI KE FAM LY WTH THE PRI SON STAFF. A SECOND
CELL HOLDS PATRI CI A, A SHORT, WH TE-HAI RED OLD LADY W TH
GLASSES WHO IS THE STATE' S ONLY FEMALE DEATH ROW | NVATE.
IN THE THHRD CELL IS WNSTON, A 1972 GRADUATE OF HARVARD
LAW SCHOOL, WHO | S PRESENTLY QUI TE I NSANE. SALLY IS IN
FRONT OF RUSTY'S CELL, TRYING TO CONVI NCE H M TO LET HER
MAKE A GOURVET FI NAL MEAL.

RUSTY
| don't care if Francois Mtterand
presented you with the Legion of

Honor, | don't want foie gras stuffed
prunes for ny last neal on this
earth. | haven't had a McDonal d's

cheeseburger for twenty years, and
that's what | want for ny fina
di nner.



SALLY
| just don't understand. |'m
offering to make you a delicious
gournmet neal that you could only get
by paying over a hundred dollars in a
trendy New York restaurant, and you
want a fast food neal that anyone
could get in any tiny towm in the
country for less than three doll ars.

RUSTY
But that's just the point, don't you
see? Anyone can get that neal,
except for me. And |I've been craving
it for two decades.

SALLY
What am | supposed to tell the Food
Net wor k guys? They're supposed to be
here any mnute to start filmng ny
preparation for their "Save the Best
for Last" special. That was going to
be ny ticket to a real chef's job in
a real restaurant.

RUSTY
Look, | know you're stil
di sappoi nted that this prison chef
job was the only chef's job you could
| and after all your fancy training,
but this neal is about what | want,
not about what you want. If it wll
make you happy though, you could have
t hem supersize ny fries.

SALLY
Ugh.

W NSTON
Pi neappl es are one of ny favorite
veget abl es, though rutabagas cone in
a cl ose second.

SALLY
W nston, we're not tal king about
pi neappl es right now.



W NSTON
My uncle was, in sone inportant
respects, a panda bear.

PATRI Cl A
Ch, for goodness sakes, Wnston,
can't you control your raging
insanity for just one day? G ve poor
Rusty a break on his last day, won't
you?

W NSTON
H's ears were fluffy, and he ate
nmost |y banmboo shoots.

SALLY
So this is your final decision?

W NSTON
Not excl usively banboo, but nostly.

RUSTY
|'mafraid it is.

SALLY
Fine. Have it your way. How nmany
ket chup packets do you want with
those fries? You want salt?

PATRI Cl A

Hey, while you're arranging to take
care of our basic needs, could you
find out what happened to ny Sol dier
of Fortune subscription? | haven't
gotten an issue in nonths. | have to
keep up on the new devel opnents in
assaul t weapon technol ogy. You know,
just in case ny appeal goes through.

SALLY
Forget it. That subscription was
taken away for a good reason.

PATRI Cl A
Hey, nobody actually proved | was
runni ng an international weapons
syndicate fromny jail cell. And
anyway, that thing' s been shut down



ever since Yuri was nailed by
| nt er pol .

GECRCE ENTERS, H S | NJURED HAND WRAPPED | N | CE, LEADI NG NEW
PRI SONER HARRY WTH H S OTHER ARM

GEORGE
Al right, Harrison. Say hello to
your new hone for the rest of your
life.

HARRY
Oh, | won't be here long. |I'm
actually innocent. M |awer is
confident about ny case, so I'l
probably be out of here in a week or
t wo.

GEORGE
Ch, is that right?

HARRY
Yeah, so if it's OK you don't have
to put me with all the real
crimnals. You know, if you can just
put me in the, uhh, the innocent
section of the prison, that'd be
great.

GEORGE
OCh, sure. O course. The innocent
wing. R ght this way.

PATRI Cl A
Hey, who's the new guy?

GEORCGE
Patricia, everyone, this is Harry
Harrison. He was convicted of
killing his whole famly with an
office stapler. But you probably
don't want to invest too nuch tinme
getting to know him because he
infornms nme that he's innocent, so he
won't be staying |ong.

RAUCOUS LAUGHTER ALL AROUND



PATRI Cl A
| nnocent, huh? Yeah, |I'minnocent
too. Aren't you innocent, Rusty?

RUSTY
Oh, yes. Yes, maam | nnocent as a
newbor n babe.

W NSTON
' minnocent. | nnocent as a newborn
bl ueberry.

GEORGE
Well, Harry. Looks like this is your
| ucky day. |t appears that everyone
here is innocent. So you should fit
right in. Here you go, Cell Four.
Al the anenities. Desk. Cot. Two
foot by two foot window. Toilet.
Enj oy.

GECRCE PUSHES HARRY IN H'S CELL AND LOCKS I T.

HARRY

No, | don't think you understand.
I|"mreally innocent.
GEORGE
(giggling)

Real ly innocent. That's a good one.

GECRCE LEAVES. HARRY LOCKS AROUND AND NOTI CES EVERYONE
SEEMS DEPRESSED

HARRY
Hey, what's everyone | ooking so down
for?

PATRI CI A

Today is Rusty's execution day. He's
only got fifteen hours left to |ive.

HARRY
What ? You nean, they actually
execut e peopl e around here?



RUSTY
What' d you think this place was, a
country cl ub?

HARRY
Well, | never thought they'd really
go ahead and kill soneone. Good
thing ny lawer's going to get ne
of f.

RUSTY
Yeah, right.

PATRI CI A
Speaki ng of | awyers.

GARY, RUSTY'S | NCOWETENT LAWER, ENTERS. HE |IS RUMPLED
AND FRAZZLED. HE CARRI ES A MESSY STACK OF PAPERS, FILES,
AND BOCKS.

RUSTY
Hey there, Spaulding. | sure hope
you' ve figured sonething out that'l
stop ny execution.

GARY
(dropping the pile of stuff)
You know, | think I may have
identified a theory that could be of

sonme hel p.

RUSTY
That's great. Let's hear it.

GARY
Well, 1've just started working on
it. But I'msure that with alittle
nore research, 1'lIl definitely be

able to whip sonething together by
next nont h.

RUSTY
VWhat ? Next nonth? But they're going
to execute nme tonight.

GARY
(1 ooking at his watch)
Are you sure?



RUSTY
Yes, |'m sure. | think | would know.

GARY
Well, then. | guess we better get
started. (FUVBLING AROUND IN HI' S
POCKETS). Anyone got a pencil ?

RUSTY DROPS HI' S HEAD | NTO H'S HANDS | N DESPAI R.



ACT |1

SCENE A

| NT. CELLBLOCK- THREE O CLOCK
(RUSTY, GARY, W NSTON, PATRIC A

ON A TABLE SET UP OQUTSI DE RUSTY'S CELL, GARY HAS SPREAD QUT
LEGAL BOOKS AND PAPERS. HE IS DI SHEVELED AND IS CLEARLY
DESPERATE. RUSTY SITS INSIDE H'S CELL TRYI NG TO HELP GARY,
BUT HE TOO I S LOSI NG HOPE.

RUSTY
W' ve been working for hours now, and
you still haven't figured anything
out for our final appeal. It |ooks
i ke I''"m dooned.

GARY
Now, now. Don't panic. | think
you're right that we don't really
have any nore state | aw argunents.
(PICKS UP BOOK AND LOOKS AT THE
SPINE). We are in Virginia, right?

RUSTY
Oh boy.

GARY
But maybe we coul d make an ar gunent
based on the federal Constitution. |
think there are sone inportant
anendnents in that. Now, what were
t hey again? (PICKS UP ANOTHER BOCK) .



Sonet hi ng about illegal searches or
sonet hi ng.

RUSTY

Did you even go to | aw school ?
GARY

Yes, | went to a |law school. It

m ght not have been (MAKES Al R
QUOTES) accredited, but | did pass
the bar and can practice in several
states. 1'll even be able to
practice in New York again once ny
(MORE Al R QUOTES) probation period is
over.

RUSTY
So how cone you don't know what the
Constitution says?

GARY
Hey, I'"'ma tax lawer. | can't help
it if the court appointed nme to
chal | enge your execution even though
|"ve never worked on a crimnal case
before in ny life. 1It's not like
| awyers are lining up to take capital
cases for nearly no noney. | nean,
if you'd like to hire Johnny Cochran,
| can get you his nunber. |'msure
he doesn't charge too nuch.

RUSTY
Al right, all right. Let's think.
Hey, can't we argue that it was
illegal for the police to search ny
house w thout a warrant?

GARY
Well, that would be a good argunent,
but I'mafraid we waived that one
when | didn't argue it on appeal in
the | ower court.

RUSTY
Ch, you nean when you filed the tax
return instead of ny brief?



GARY
Look, 1've apol ogi zed for that
already. | don't know what el se you
want from ne.

W NSTON
Why don't you argue ineffective
assi stance of counsel? Violation of
Rusty's sixth amendnent rights.
Spaul di ng was i nconpetent for not
filing the brief. Strickland versus
Washi ngt on.

GARY
What ?

RUSTY
Ch, don't pay any attention to him
He's crazy.

GARY
No, that's a great idea. Wy didn't
| think of that?

W NSTON
Because you' re inconpetent?
GARY
Yes. That's right. |I'mconpletely

i nconpetent. How could anyone be put
to death if they're represented by
sonmeone as unfit and inept as nyself?
That's what |'mgoing to argue. |
think this just may work. Hey, how
did you cone up with that idea?

PATRI Cl A
It's alittle known fact that Wnston
graduat ed nmagna cum | aude from
Harvard Law School in 1972. O
course that was before he went nuts
and hacked up the Lieutenant
Gover nor.

GARY
Ww. Who woul d have guessed it?
| nef fecti ve assi stance of counsel.



Great idea. Hey, what was that case
you nentioned agai n?

W NSTON
| was born on the npon.
GARY
Never m nd. "Il find it. All
right, | better get back to ny office

and wite this up if I"mgoing to get
it to the Suprene Court on tine. You

just sit tight. 1'lI1 be back |ater
this evening. | think we m ght have
sonme hope.

GARY GATHERS H S MATERI ALS AND LEAVES.

RUSTY
Ni ce job, Wnston. Thanks.

W NSTON
|"'mny own father you know.

CUT TO



ACT |1

SCENE B

| NT. PRI SON STAFF ROOM - SI X O CLOCK

(JED, CGECRGE, SALLY, TRENT, PATRICI A MCCONNELL)

IN THE STAFF ROOM GEORGE SI TS AT H'S DESK EXAM NI NG HI S
BANDAGED HAND. SALLY IS AT HER DESK W TH HER HEAD ON THE
DESK. JED IS AT H'S DESK M XI NG VARl QUS CHEM CALS I N

Dl FFERENT BEAKERS AND CONSULTI NG THE COMPUTER FOR GUI DANCE

JED
K, | think I mght have it. Two
parts sodi um pentothal, one part
| mmodi um one part blue food
coloring. Then add this m xture, and
that's it. | sure hope this works.
| guess we won't really know until
m dni ght, though, will we? W didn't
have this probl em back when we used
t he noose. | mean, sure sonetines
the guy would just hang there for a
hal f an hour before he suffocated,
but hey, thems the breaks.

GEORGE
My hand is killing me. Jed, do you
have any chem cal s over there that
m ght nunb this pain? Those six
aspirins didn't seemto help.

JED
Ch, sure. Let's see, | think the
Denoral should do the trick. Her e,



drink this (HOLDS UP BEAKER W TH BLUE
LI QUI D).

GECRCE APPROACHES JED S DESK AND TAKES THE BEAKER. AS HE
'S ABOUT TO SIP FROM I T, JED STOPS H M

JED ( CONT' D)
Ch, sorry, not that beaker. | think
that's the one with the |ethal
cocktail init. Here, try this one.

(HOLDS UP BEAKER W TH RED LI QUI D).

GEORGE
(relieved but also worried)
Are you sure this tinme?

JED
Am |l sure? O course |'msure.

GECRCE DRI NKS FROM THE BEAKER.

JED ( CONT' D)
| think.

TRENT ENTERS AND HANGS UP HI S COAT.

TRENT
Ww, did | have a great dinner.

JED
Where'd you go, boss?

TRENT
| went to that new French place that
just opened up on the other side of
town. Boy was it delicious. They've
got the best chef in the whole state.

SALLY LI FTS HER HEAD OFF THE DESK, SQUEALS, THEN DROPS HER
HEAD BACK TO THE DESK

TRENT ( CONT' D)
Oh, I"'msorry Sally. | didn't nmean
anything by that. You're a great
chef too. Hey, what happened to the
Food Network people? Wren't they
going to filmyour |ast neal?



SALLY
They left. Turns out they didn't
really want to filmnme going to the
McDonal d's on Route 75 and buying a
cheeseburger and fries.

TRENT
Oh, that's a real shane. Well, don't
get too down. There are plenty of
other death row inmates. And | doubt
the new Governor will be giving any
of them clenency. She's a real tough
cooki e that one. Point is that
you'l | have plenty of other chances
to make a great final neal. You just
have to be patient.

SALLY
Yeah, | guess you're right.
TRENT
(smacking his |ips)
Boy, | can still taste that cognac

i nffused chocol ate eclair. Ww.

SALLY
GOhhhh.

FATHER MCCONNELL ENTERS, WOBBLI NG UNSTEADI LY.

MCCONNEL L
K, where's this prisoner |I'm
supposed to counsel ?

TRENT
Hey there, Father. Nice to see you.
Rusty's back in his cell. That's
where we tend to keep the prisoners.
MCCONNEL L
Geat. | better get back there.

Don't want anyone spendi ng the rest
of eternity in hell on ny watch.
GEORGE

So, Father, you have a liquid |lunch
t oday?



MCCONNEL L
Look, if you had nmy job, you'd drink
t 0o.

MCCONNELL WALKS BY JED S DESK ON H' S WAY TO THE CELLBLOCK.
HE SEES THE BLUE BEAKER AND PICKS I T UP.

MCCONNELL ( CONT' D)
Ahh, a Blue Hawaii. Very tropical

HE DRI NKS | T AND LEAVES.

JED
Well, | guess we're going to find out
whet her the | ethal cocktail works.

SOUNDS OF LOUD PROTESTORS ARE HEARD QUT THE W NDOW  THEY
ARE CHANTI NG "DOWN W TH THE WARDEN' OVER AND OVER AGAI N.
TRENT LOOKS OUT THE W NDOW AND SEES STEPHANI E LEADI NG THE
CHANT.

TRENT
(headi ng for the door)
Al right, that's it. Nowit's
personal. 1'm going out there.

CUT TO



ACT |1

SCENE C

EXT. QUTSI DE PRI SON - MOMENTS LATER
(STEPHANI E, TRENT, FEMALE PROTESTOR)

TRENT ANGRI LY APPRCACHES THE CROWD OF PROTESTORS LED BY
STEPHANI E, WHO | S CHANTI NG "DOM W TH THE WARDEN. "

STEPHANI E
Ch, | ook everyone. Here he is.
Trent Hatfield, the prison warden.

THE CROWD BOCS.

TRENT
The Constitution may give you the
right to protest the execution, but
protesting me is going too far. |I'm
just doing ny job.

STEPHANI E
Did you hear that everyone? He's
just doing his job. He's just
carrying out the state's immoral and
i nhumane puni shent .

THE CROWD BOOS MORE.

TRENT
The voters of this state have
overwhel m ngly approved of the death
penalty. And | am proud to be the
one who makes sure they get what they
want .



STEPHANI E
Ch, sure. Even if it nmeans
occasional |l y executing an innocent
person or two.

TRENT
That's why we have appeals. That's
why it takes fifteen years before
soneone is actually executed. Al
t hose people let off death row
because they're innocent just prove
that the system worKks.

STEPHANI E
Can you prove that no innocent person
has been put to death?

TRENT
No. Can you prove that one innocent
person has been put to death?

STEPHANI E
(frustrated)
Down with the warden. Down with the
war den.

THE CROAD TAKES UP THE CHANT.

TRENT
Fine. | see there's no reasoning
with you. Enjoy wasting the rest of
your day. | have work to do.

TRENT RETURNS TO THE PRI SON. THE CROAD CONTI NUES TO CHANT.
A FENMALE PROTESTOR APPRCOACHES STEPHANI E.

FEMALE PROTESTOR
Great job, Stephanie. You really
showed him that big dunb neat head

STEPHANI E
Yeah. He is kind of handsone though.

FEMALE PROTESTOR
What ?

STEPHANI E
Oh, not hi ng.



ACT |1
SCENE D

| NT. CELLLBLOCK - NI GHT
(HARRY, PATRI CI A, WNSTON, SALLY, RUSTY, MCCONNELL, TRENT,
JED, GEORGE, GARY)

THE ENTI RE PRI SON STAFF |'S SI TTI NG AROUND | N THE CELLBLOCK
VWAl TI NG FOR A CALL FROM THE SUPREME COURT ABOUT RUSTY' S
FI NAL APPEAL. THE CLOCK ON THE WALL READS 11:45.

HARRY
(leafing through brochures)
Hey, which Hawaiian island do guys
think I should spend Christnms on,
Maui or the big island? | nean, the
big island has those cool vol canoes,
but Maui has the great beaches.

PATRI Cl A
VWhat are you tal king about? You're
on death row. You'll be lucky if you
get an hour in the exercise yard for
Chri st mas.

HARRY
Speak for yourself. Wth ny | awer,
"1l probably be out by Hal |l owneen.
Hmm maybe | should go on an African
safari instead. |'ve always wanted
to see a giraffe in the wld.

W NSTON
l"ma giraffe.



SALLY
No you're not.

W NSTON
|'"'m kind of a giraffe.

RUSTY
(finishing up his
cheesebur ger)
Boy, was that delicious. (BELCH NG .
Whoa. Does anyone have an antaci d?

SALLY
| guess you're regretting your choice
of a last neal now, huh?

RUSTY
Ch, no. It was worth it. | nean, ny
heartburn is only going to | ast
fifteen mnutes anyway. Hey, Father,
are you going to make sure |'m saved,
or what?

MCCONNEL L
(gr oani ng)
"' m so consti pat ed.

TRENT
Jed, | really hope you've finally
figured out this |lethal cocktail.
It's going to be real enbarrassing if
all Rusty gets out of it is a severe
case of gas and bl oating.

JED

Don't worry, boss. | just had the
proportions wong. There is a good
chance that it's going to work now.
You know, we never had these problens
back when we just used the rack. |
mean, sure, sonetines it took severa
days for the guy's body to pull apart
into several pieces, but, hey, thems
t he breaks.

EVERYONE GRI MACES. GEORGE LAUGHS.



TRENT
VWhat's with you? What's so funny?

GEORCGE
| have no idea. |I'mso high. | love
Denoral. (LOOKS AT H S BURNT UP
HAND). Look, ny hand's all burnt up.
Ha, ha.

GARY ENTERS. HE' S VERY EXCI TED.

GARY
K, | just talked to the clerk at the
Suprene Court. They're going to hand
down their decision any m nute now.

TRENT
(approachi ng the phone on
the wal l)
Al right. | guess I'll get ready to

answer the phone.

EVERYONE IS QU ET FOR A FEW MOMENTS. EVERYONE | S ANXI OQUSLY
VWAI TING FOR THE PHONE TO RING A PHONE RI NGS. TRENT
ANSVERS THE PHONE ON THE WALL.

TRENT ( CONT' D)
Hell 0? Hell 0?

THE PHONE KEEPS RI NG NG

TRENT ( CONT' D)
Hel | 0?

GARY

(realizing the ring is

comng fromhis cell phone)
Oh, that's nme. (ANSVERS H S PHONE) .
Hi, honey. Yes, | should be hone
soon. I'msorry I"'mso |ate.
(PAUSE) | wub you too. (PAUSE) No,
| wub you the best.

EVERYONE GROANS.

GARY (CONT' D)
|"ve got to go honey. Bye. (HE
HANGS UP). Sorry about that.



MORE ANXI QUS WAI TING THE PHONE ON THE WALL RINGS. TRENT
ANSVEERS | T.

TRENT
Hell o? Oh, hello there Chief
Justice. You have? You' ve reached a
deci sion on Rusty's appeal ? G eat,
what is it? OCh, wait, can you hold
on? |'ve got call waiting. (CLICKS
PHONE). H . Wat? Really? A
credit card with no annual fee? And
only 23% interest? Sign ne up

EVERYONE GROANS.

TRENT ( CONT' D)
Ch, sorry. Can you call back? 1've
got an inportant call on the other
line. Thanks. (CLICKS PHONE). Hi,
Chi ef Justice. Sorry about that?
K, what's the decision? Really?
Al right. 1'Il let everyone know.
Thanks a |l ot. Good night.

TRENT HANGS UP

SALLY
So, what is it?
TRENT
Vll, it turns out | can get a

Di scover Card at a | ow annual rate
and get one hundredth of a percent
cash back

JED
Not that. Rusty's case.

TRENT
Ch, yeah. Right. The Suprene Court
granted the stay. They sent the case
back to the appellate court to
consi der whether it was illegal for
the police to search Rusty's house
W t hout a warrant.

EVERYONE ERUPTS | N APPLAUSE AND CONGRATULATI ONS FOR RUSTY
AND GARY.



RUSTY
Al right. | guess I'mgoing to be
here when ny grandson is born next
month after all.

TRENT
Don't get too confortable, Rusty.
The execution will probably be set
agai n before you know it.

RUSTY
Oh, that's OK At least I'll get to
eat anot her MDonal d's cheeseburger.
SALLY
No way. |'ve got a few nonths now to

convince you to let nme cook you a
delicious | ast neal.

RUSTY
Al right, | guess I'll let you try
to convince nme. No prom ses though.

SALLY
| better give the guys at the Food
Network a call and |let them know the
speci al is back on.

JED
And | have a little extra tinme to
make sure |'ve got the formnmula for
the |l ethal cocktail right.

JED HOLDS UP A BEAKER FI LLED WTH A GOLD BUBBLI NG LI QUI D.
FATHER MCCONNELL EYES I T ENTHUSI ASTI CALLY.

MCCONNEL L
Mmm chanmpagne. 1'Ill drink to that.

HE DRI NKS FROM THE BEAKER, GROANS, AND COLLAPSES. GEORGE
CACKLES MANI ACALLY.



TAG

I NT. INSIDE OF OLD SPARKY' S BAR - ABOUT 1 O CLOCK A M
(TRENT, SALLY, JED, CGECRGE, STEPHAN E)

OLD SPARKY'S BAR | S THE NEI GHBORHOOD WATERI NG HOLE WHERE
THE PRI SON STAFF HANGS OUT AFTER WORK. A NEON ELECTRI C
CHAI R SI ZZLES ON AND OFF BEHI ND THE BAR  GEORGE, JED
SALLY, AND TRENT ARE AT THE BAR DRI NKI NG

TRENT
Vell, it |ooks |ike Father MConnel
is going to be all right.

SALLY
Yeah, the doctor said he just needs a
good strong enema and a little rest,
and he'll be good as new.

JED
| guess it was a good thing Rusty's
execution didn't go forward. That
woul d have been enbarrassing. |
wonder what the problemwas. Maybe
too nuch food coloring? You know it
didn't used to be this hard.

GEORGE
Yeah, yeah. It was so nuch easier
back when you just threw stones at
the crimnal. W know, we know
al r eady.

JED
VWll, it was easier.

STEPHANI E ENTERS THE BAR AND TAKES A SEAT NEXT TO TRENT.
SHE CETS THE BARTENDER S ATTENTI ON



STEPHANI E
H. 1'lIl have a bourbon, straight

up.
TRENT NOTI CES STEPHANI E.

TRENT
Oh, you. Geat. | bet you're pretty
happy tonight with the stay and all.
| guess you're cel ebrating, huh?

STEPHANI E
(downi ng her dri nk)
No, |I'm not happy. | nean, |'m happy

that Rusty didn't get executed
tonight, but |I'mnot happy that we
still have the death penalty and that
hundreds of people are going to be
executed this year in the United

St at es.

TRENT
| don't get it. Wiat's the big deal ?
Look, it's an eye for an eye. You've
got to nmeet killing with killing.
How el se can there be justice?

STEPHANI E
Even if that was right, our systemis
so flawed that it can't be just. |
mean, all the studies show that the
death penalty is carried out in a
racially discrimnatory manner and
t hat defendants don't get trained
| awyers.

TRENT
| know the system s not conpletely
perfect, but no system of justice
ever is.

STEPHANI E
Well, are you proud that the United
St ates executes nore people per year
t han every country other than China
and Iran?



TRENT

(takes a drink and considers

t he questi on)
No, not particularly. But what about
you? Are you against the death
penalty in all cases? What about
Ti mot hy McVeigh? He killed over 200
peopl e, many of themchildren. Do
you think he didn't deserve the death
penal ty?

STEPHANI E
(pauses to consi der the
guesti on)
Vll, I don't know. Maybe he's
different.

EVERYONE AT THE BAR IS QUI ET, THI NKI NG ABOUT THE DEATH
PENALTY. SUDDENLY, TRENT AND STEPHANI E SPEAK TO THE
BARTENDER AT THE SAME Tl ME

TRENT
Bartender. Another drink. And neke
it a double.

STEPHANI E

(at the sanme time as Trent)
Bartender. Another drink. And neke
it a double.

FADE QUT.



